Working meetings in Japan and Kazakhstan
Professors of the Department of Japanese Studies were on a working visit to Japan and Kazakhstan in the end of April.
  Professor Gergana Petkova, PhD, Vice-dean of the Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology and Head of the Department of Japanese Studies, together with researcher Lyudmila Kirilova, PhD visited the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University (KazNU), Almaty, which is a partner of an Erasmus Mundus Joint Program. During the meetings with the colleagues were discussed details of the Joint Master's program under Erasmus Mundus entitled: Intercultural communication along the Eurasian axis, and possibilities for future projects.
  Besides, the professors from Sofia University got acquainted with the various buildings of the university, which will be visited by our future students of the joint program: administration, library, department, dormitories, and with the conditions in the city of Almaty, related to transport, cultural and local specifics.
  In addition, Prof. Petkova, Phd and Kirilova, Phd held a series of lectures for teachers and students from KazNU, majoring in Oriental Studies.
At the same time, Associate Professor Vyara Nikolova, Phd another teacher of the Department of Japanese Studies, has visited Japan.
  Associate Professor Nikolova, Phd participated in working meetings at several universities and institutions in the cities of Sapporo: Hokkaido University and in Tokyo: Soka University, Jochi University, Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in Japan, as well as in informal meetings with representatives from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and the University of Tokyo.
On 23rd of April, at Hokkaido University, with the assistance and participation of Assoc. prof. Vyara Nikolova, Phd, Day of the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" was held. During the two-hour event, students from Hokkaido University, who are interested in studying Slavic languages ​​and in particular have a pronounced interest in the Bulgarian language and culture, were introduced to the opportunities presented by the OOGs program and the newly signed cooperation agreement between the two universities. As part of the event, an online meeting was held with the representatives of the Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in Japan - Ambassador Marieta Arabadzhieva, First Secretary Petar Nikolaev;  also the representatives of the Department of Japanese Studies at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” joined - Vice-dean of the Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology and Head of the Department Prof. Gergana Petkova, Phd and students from the bachelor's program in Japanese studies - Nataliya Kostova (from the 1st year), Gabriela Hadjieva, Nikolay Dralev, Stanislav Gospodinov (from the 4th year), master's student program "Japanese Studies: Society and Culture" Victoria Getova (2nd year). Associate Professor Kenta Sugai made a presentation on behalf of the hosts, and Associate Professor Vyara Nikolova, PhD answered the following questions.
During the meetings, were discussed potential opportunities for exchange under the signed contract between the two universities, as well as partnership in the field of educational and entrepreneurial activities. Associate Professor Nikolova, PhD got acquainted with the various buildings on the university’s campus that will be visited by our students: administration, library, department, dormitories, and with the conditions in the city of Sapporo, related to transport, cultural and local specifics.
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